Akamai Cannabis Clinic
3615 Harding Ave, Suite 304
Honolulu, HI 96816

November 23, 2020

Catherine P. Awakuni Colon
Director, DCCA
King Kalakaua Building
335 Merchant Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
RESOLVING THE FEDERAL CONFLICT

Dear Director Colén,

| am writing to you about the conflict between the federal regulation of marijuana and
the state-authorized use of cannabis in Hawaii that is causing disastrous consequences
for our medical cannabis patients and dispensaries.

| see from DCCA’s previous news release, that this is an issue your department is also
trying to resolve.

| would like to propose a solution for this conflict, which involves obtaining a federal
exemption from the DEA for the state-authorized use of cannabis in Hawaii. | believe
this is a viable solution that the State can act upon to resolve a conflict that it created in
the first place when it authorized the use of cannabis for specific purposes under part IX
of Chapter 329, Hawaii Revised Statutes.

The lowa Department of Public Health is currently preparing a federal exemption
application for their program to prevent the loss of federal funding at schools and long-
term care facilities where the state-authorized use of cannabis is occurring.

| am proposing an amendment to Hawaii’s Medical Use of Cannabis Act that would
support similar action here. Attached for your consideration.

Could we please schedule a time to discuss this matter briefly by phone at your earliest
convenience.

Aloha,

o ?

Clifton Otto, MD
cliftonotto@hotmail.com
808-233-8267.



http://cca.hawaii.gov/blog/release-hawaii-banking-commissioner-requests-congress-address-regulatory-conflict-for-medical-cannabis-banking-2/
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/21cfr/cfr/1307/1307_03.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol06_Ch0321-0344/HRS0329/HRS_0329-0121.htm
https://iowamedicalmarijuana.org/pdfs/2020-09-04/2020-09-04-mCBD-Board-Program-Update-Presentation.pdf
mailto:cliftonotto@hotmail.com

